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The North
It’s a place we all know, but we have never been… A 
forest, a desert of ice. The land of ancient gods, wild 
animals and strange creatures. The home of the Terrible 
and the Sublime…

After their highly acclaimed debut Plan B for Utopia, 
Joan Clevillé Dance are back with The North, the 
bleak yet whimsical story of a young man’s journey in 
search for meaning in an unpredictable environment. A 
place with its own sense of time and space, where 
being lost is the norm, and letting go the only way to 
survive…

Blending elements from dance, physical theatre and 
puppetry, the new work from Joan Clevillé (Tramway’s 
2017 Associate Artist) features dancers Eve Ganneau 
(Andersson Dance, Scottish Dance Theatre), John 
Kendall (balletLORENT) and Solène Weinachter (Lost 
Dog, Gecko); as well as cinematic visual and sound 
design with original music by Luke Sutherland.

About Joan Clevillé Dance
Joan Clevillé Dance is an independent dance company based in the city of Dundee, Scotland. Led by 
Artistic Director Joan Clevillé, the company’s practice is rooted both in movement research and 
experimentation with theatre and storytelling, challenging the conventional boundaries between genres. The 
company aims to create intimate works that are honest, original and thought-provoking, inviting audiences to 
share the performers’ enquiry about themselves, each other, and the world we live in.

The company’s inaugural work, Plan B for Utopia, was premiered to critical and audience acclaim at the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe in 2015 and since then, the work has been presented more than 60 times across 
the UK and abroad, receiving invitations from British Dance Edition and internationale tanzmesse 
(Düsseldorf) and the Made in Scotland and British Council Showcases at the 2017 Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe where it was also shortlisted for the Edinburgh Fringe Sustainable Practice Award.

The North premiered at Dance International Glasgow in May 2017 before a run at the 2017 Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe.  The piece has been on tour across the UK from Autumn 2017 to dance and theatre venues such 
as The Place (London), Cambridge Junction and Dance City (Newcastle) as well as to rural venues including 
Universal Hall (Findhorn) and Ardrishaig Public Hall.

Born in Barcelona, Joan has worked as a dancer and rehearsal director for fourteen years in companies across 
Europe, including Scottish Dance Theatre, the Ballet of the Graz Opera, Lost Dog (directed by Ben Duke) and 
the performance collective Dog Kennel Hill Project (London). His works have been presented in the UK, 
Sweden, Germany, Austria, Italy, Spain, Poland and Japan.

Online Trailer: https://vimeo.com/221713369
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Creative team

Written and Directed by Joan Clevillé

Choreography devised by Joan Clevillé in collaboration

with the dancers

Performed by Eve Ganneau, John Kendall and Solène Weinachter

Costume and Set Design: Matthias Strahm

Lighting Design: Emma Jones

Sound Design and Original Music: Luke Sutherland

With additional music by Frank Sinatra, Mazzy Star, Nukariik, 

Klavdiya Shulzhenko, Wilhelm Stenhammer and Richard 

Wagner

Dramaturgy Advisor: Ella Hickson

Photography: Nicole Guarino

Wrap-around activities
Sharing and learning lies at the heart of Joan Clevillé Dance. We aspire to create work that inspires and 

empowers our audiences, giving a new perspective to familiar problems, bringing creativity and imagination 

to the foreground of people’s lives.

In addition to the performances, the company offers an extensive programme of 

professional development and creative learning opportunities, including:

     Creative sessions/workshops for all ages and experience levels  

     Inclusive creative sessions for participants with additional support needs.

     Masterclasses for dancers and physical theatre actors

     Post-show discussions with the creative team

     Continuing Professional Development opportunities for dance, drama and PE teachers

     Creation of curtain-raisers with local youth dance companys

Choreographer Joan Clevillé has an extensive experience as a teacher, working internationally with 

professional companies and vocational schools across Europe, including: Skånes Dansteater (Sweden), 

Scottish Dance Theatre, Norrdans (Sweden), The Place (London), the Göteborg Opera (Sweden), Codarts 

(Rotterdam) and Northern School of Contemporary Dance (Leeds) amongst others. Joan has also been 

Associate Artist of Scottish School of Contemporary Dance since 2014.

"Ridiculously entertaining and chillingly dark... 
Utterly more-ish"            The Herald
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'Clevillé takes the surreal into a realm that is both ridiculously entertaining and 
chillingly dark... Utterly more-ish'              The Herald 
Full review: http://bit.ly/2pBhB7a

"...leaves the audience under its spell."               The Wee Review
Full Review:  http://theweereview.com/review/the-north/

"...dreamlike lighting bathing the trio. Luke Sutherland’s modernist sound, and an eclectic 
soundtrack from Mazzy Star to throat singing, reinstates the sense of universality – to 
communicate and adapt no matter what the cost."  The Tempo House
Full review: https://thetempohouse.wordpress.com/2017/05/16/review-the-north/

“#TheNorth by @jclevilledance snowballs us in an avalanche of loneliness with echoes of #TheShining. 
Solene (aka Daisy Duck) shines again.”

“The North was insanely beautiful, touching, funny & beautiful all at once. The movement was incredible, a 
truly amazing piece”

“Saw 'The North' last night @GlasgowTramway beautiful and funny and touching and if you can go tonight 
then go go go!!”

“Surprising, poetic, odd, funny, loved the performance,the poetry”

“Got to see some very talented people making sone incredible art last night, capturing the feeling of The 
North, bring beautiful, funny and emotional all at once.  Thank you, would 10/10 recommend.”

press Feedback

Audience Feedback

"The three performers give strong and engaging performances, lacing their movements and 
characters with a vulnerability that could so easily be missed in a piece so movement 
based."              ThreeWeeks
Full Review:  http://www.threeweeksedinburgh.com/article/the-north-joan-cleville-dance/

"The piece itself is a lot of fun too, with the added bonus that – as well as being fun, and having 
bits of dialogue – it’s performed by people who (unless you’re a trained dancer too) can just do 
amazing stuff that you can’t. And can do it without breaking a sweat, at the same time as doing 
all the normal stuff you can do. Which is a pretty excellent thing to go and see." Postcards from the 
Gods
Full review: http://postcardsgods.blogspot.co.uk/2017/08/the-north-dance-base-edinburgh.html

“A very beautiful and moving performance that leaves a strong emotional memory." Quiet 
Man Dave
Full Review: http://quietmandave.co.uk/2017/08/edinburgh-the-north/

"This is a clever deconstructed piece which surprises and provokes”  Fringe Review
http://fringereview.co.uk/review/edinburgh-fringe/2017/the-north/
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https://www.thestage.co.uk/reviews/2017/the-north-review-at-dance-base-edinburgh-imaginative
-dance-and-dialogue/

“Thank you so much for bringing the Wonderful The North to Dance City. It was such a moving, funny, 
poignant, and questioning work which totally drew in myself and the audience. I’ve heard great reviews from 
those who saw it.” Anthony Baker, AD Dance City, Newcastle

“I felt like my mind was being bent. It was amazing and magic!” Ardrishaig Village Hall Audience Member



Useful Contacts

Executive Producer
Nadja Dias 
Email: nadja@joanclevilledance.com

Artistic Director
Joan Clevillé
Email: joan@joanclevilledance.com

Assistant Producer and Marketing Manager
Vicky Wilson 
Email: vicky@joanclevilledance.com

www.joanclevilledance.com

Images: Nicole Guarino and 
SeeImagineDefine.com

practicalities

Available for touring from Spring 2019
Duration: approx. 60 min with no interval
Age recommendation: PG, no swearing or adult themes but younger children may find it a long time to sit. 
Company on the road: 5 people
Optimum performance space: 9x9m (negotiable)
Wooden sprung floor required, dance floor provided by the company
Minimum get-in time: 8 hours (negotiable)
Sound and lighting design can be adapted to the technical possibilities of each venue
Versions with BSL and Audio Description available

Co-commissioned by Tramway 
and The Place


